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La Secretaría de Asuntos Académicos ha apreciado la im- 
portancia y significación de la visita a nuestro país 
del prestigioso profesor británico J. Christopher Jones 
y, con tal motivo, ha propiciado la realización de una 
mesa redonda que, sobre el tema "Estado actual de los 
estudios sobre Metodología del Diseño", se habrá de lle 


var a cabo el lunes 3 de abril de 1978, a las 11, 
Han sido especialmente invitados: 
«S,E. el señor Secretario de Estado de Vivienda y Ur- 
banismo, 
Arq. Máximo Vázquez Llona 
«el Presidente del Consejo Profesional de Arquitectu- 
Mide Adolfo Baltazar Zani 
.Arq. Mario Roberto Alvarez 
.Arqs. Aslan y Ezcurra 
«Arq. Alfredo C, Casares 
.Arqs. del S,E,P.R,A, 
«Arq. Clorindo Testa 
Además del profesor visitante, participarán en la mesa 
redonda; 
.Arq. Miguel Asencio 
.Arq. Carlos Bruguera 
.Arqg. Héctor Bruzzoni 
«Arq. Jorge Gazaneo 
.Arq. Luis Grossman 


.Arq. Fernando Montagú 


.Arq. José Aldo Piña 


JOHN CHRISTOPHER JONES EN _LA FAU 


En el mes de diciembre de 1967 -hace poco más de diez añoS-” 
se realizaba en Portsmouth el Simposio sobre los Métodos de 
Diseño en Arquitectura. La representación del encuentro no 
sólo sorprendió a sus propios organizadores (hubo una concu 
rrencia de cuatrocientas personas) sino que se multiplicó 
después a través la difusión de crónicas, resúmenes y ar- 
tículos que encendieron la polémica en Facultades de Arqui 
tectura de todo el mundo. 


Uno de los disertantes del Simposio de Portsmouth, el pro- 
fesor John Christopher Jones, se encuentra ahora en la Ar- 
gentina. 


Será sin duda importante para docentes y profesionales veri 
ficar cuál es, a juicio de Jones, la situación de la meto- 
dología de diseño diez años después. A muchos -habituados 

a complejas disquisiciones con mucho texto y poco conteni- 
do- sorprenderá la claridad y sencillez del pensamiento de 
quien fue uno de los precursores en el tema. 


En su ponencia de Portsmouth propuso una simple clasifica- 
ción de las distintas corrientes expuestas: el enfoque de 
"caja negra" (black-box), el enfoque de "caja de cristal" 
(galss-box), el control, la observación, la estructura: de 
los problemas y el diseño en evolución. 


Una frase de Christopher Jones puede servir como introduc- 
ción a una línea conceptual: "Es racional creer que los ac 
tos están controlados inconscientemente, e irracional espe 
rar que el diseño sea susceptible de una explicación ente- 
ramente racional”. 


El campo es muy vasto, está comprendido entre las vertien- 
tes milenarias de lo lógico y lo mágico. Seguiremos inda- 
gando cuál es la porción que mejor se acomoda al hombre 

de nuestro tiempo. 


El profesor John Christopher Jones fue catedrático de Tec- 
nología del Diseño Industrial en la Universidad de Manches 
ter y en Sheffield. Fue Subdirector de la Sociedad para la 
investigación del Diseño y es el inspirador de la Open Uni 
versity, difundida a través de la cadena de televisión 
B.B.C. de Londres. : 


Ha pronunciado numerosas conferencias acerca del diseño en 
Inglaterra, otros países de Europa, Estados Unidos y Japón. 
Ha publicado también numerosos artículos y uno de sus li- 
bros sobre Métodos de Diseño acaba de editarse en España. 


Profesor Arq.Luis Grossman 
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J+ CHRISTOPHER JONES 
BIBLIOGRAFIA, AÑos 1959-1975 


SECTION OWE 1950 to 1960 (1 to 37) BULJILCA 


MES 


To combine arts with sciences practically theoretically (1, 5, 7); 
man-machine communications (11, 2l, 27, etc.); structural 
similarities between pre-industrial and post-industrial (16); 
elaborated (19 to 23); summarised (29); a social method for 
designing what no one person knows (31). 


l. "Streamlining," Typescript of undergraduate prize paper read 
to the Cambridge Engineering Society, February 22, 1950. 


2. "Streamiining," Journal of the Cambridge Universit ineeri 
Society. Vol. 20, 1950, - pp. 71-74. Abbreviated text of 1. 
with illustratione). 


* 3. "Support for Welsh Power Scheme," Letter to the Editor, 
Western Mail % South Wales News, September 8, 1951. 


h. "Euman Aspects of Engineering Design," Metropolitan-Vickers 
Apprentice Association, C % S Section, Technical Prize 
Paper, November 12, 1952. 

S. "Quantity end Quality," 1953, 12p. (unpublished) 


6. Letter to the Editor, Manchester Guardian, September 9, 1953. 


7. "Ergonomics, Human Data for Design," Design, 66, June 195k. 


8. "Handles: The Ergonomic Approach," Design, 72, December 195h, 
PP» 31-38 . 


9. "Design Policy at Olivetti," Art and Industry, Vol. 57, No. 312, 
December 155, pp. 188-193. 


*10. "Industrial Design at Olivetti," Associated Electrical 
Industries, Internal Report, 1951. 


*11. "Operational Requirements in Power Station Control Rooms," 
Associated Electrical Industries, Engineering Report No. 
S.5582,* 1954. 


12. "Operational Design," Design, 85, January 1956, p. 22. 
*13. "Churches and Beliefs," cJune 1956. (unpublished) 


11. "Teámwork at London Airport," Design, 96, December 1956, 
PP. 19-23, 


15. "Anonymity and Repetition," Design, 98, February 1957, 
pp». 37-41. 


16. 


17. 


18. 
19. 


20. 
2l. 
22. 


23. 
38 
*26, 


27. 


28, 
29. 
30. 


31. 


*32. 


"Some Effects of Automation on Positions and Times of Work," 
Paper presented at Ergonomics Research Society Symposiun, 
Bristol, England, April 1957. 


"Crane Cabas for the Steel Industry," Design, 100, April 1957, 
Pp» 5k-55. 


"Traditional and Modern Design Methods," Ark, Summer 1957. 


"Automation and Design 1: Central Mechanienms," Design, 
103, July 1957, pp. 27-30. 


"Automation and Design 2: Input and Output Devices," 
Design, 10h, August 1957, pp. 15-19. 


"Automation and Design 3: The Products," Design, 106, 
October 1957, pp. h-51. 


"Automation and Design l: Work and Leisure," Desigm, 108, 
December 1957, pp. 50-55. 


“Automation and Design 5: Social and Aesthetic Effects," 
Design, 110, February 1958, pp. h2-47. 


"The Operation and Design of Mine Winder Desks," Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Company Ltd., 1957. Part 1: Study of 
factors influencing desk shape and proposale for a new 
design. Part 2: Study of factors influencing displays, 
controls and the engineman's efficiency and well-being. 


"Design Training as the Hochschule fur Gestaltung, Ulm, 
Germany," Apeociated Electrical Industries, Internal 
Report, 1958. 


"The Results of Fitting Trials for the New Winder Control 
Unit," Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Company Ltd., 
Industrial Design Report ID 5, 1958. 


"A Non-Visual Reading Device," Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical 
Company Ltd., Internal Report ID 10, 1958, 


"Some Implications of Automation," 1958. (unpublished) 


"Euman Error aná Accidents," Design, 116, August 1958, 
pp. 29-31. 


"A Systematic Design Method," Design, 12h, April 1959, 
Pp. 19-52. 


"Design for Human Use," Scotsman, (Special Edition), 
November 12959, ú 


33. "School for Scientific Design," Technology, January 1960, 
p. 15. 


*3L. "The Bio-Technic Hope," Industrial Design, March 1960. 
35. "Fitting for Action 1," Design, 135, March 1960, pp. 38-L2. 
36. "Fitting for Action 2," Design, 137, May 1960, pp. l9-52. 


37. "A Reorganisation of Árt Training," Athene, Vol. 9, No. h, 
Autumn 1960, pp. 8-11. 


SECTION TWO 1960 (38) 


Án unpublished book of structural theories of pre- and post- 
industrial life (16, 19 to 23, 29 repeated) and thoughts in the 
act of writing about perceiving relsting believing and thinking 
(including 13) the singularities. 


38, Artifacts, Activities and Concepts. Compiled about 1960 
from published papers and various philosophic notes 
written during the 1950's. (Includes papers 13, 16, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 29). 


SECTION THREE 1961 to 1969 (39 to 79) 


Trying to use machines more humanly (ll, 15, etc.) a first 
conference on design methods (L9) reviewed (60, 65,66) trying 
to change social directions (70, 77) records of design research 
and teaching (68B, 7TLA and 87 in SECTION FOUR). 


39. "The Design Process," Associated Electrical Industries, 
Industrial Design Course, 1961, pp. 19-50. Internal 
Publication. 


LO. "Seating in the Lecture Theatre: Theoretical Considerations 
and Practical Problems," in Modern Lecture Theatres, 
Duncan, C. J., ed. London: Oriel Press, 1961, pp. 110-116. 


*L1. "A Now Approach to School Planning," Design, 116, February 
1961. 


12. "An Advanced Art School Course in Industrial Design 
(Engineering)," Design, 148, April 1961, pp. 51-52. 


*L3. "Systematic Design Methods," 1962. Associated Electrical 
Industries, Internal Publication. 


L6. 


17. 


Le, 


*L9. 


50. 


sl. 


52. 


53. 


*55. 


56. 


57. 


"Human Problems in Power=System Automation," in Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. 1EE Supply Section. Automation in 


:the Electricity Supply Industry, April 18, 1962, pp. 5-7. 


"Note on Proposals for Integrated Pictorial Displays," 
May 1962, 


"Some Notes on Breathing Apparatus for Firemen," 
August 1962. 


"Assigning Tasks to People and Machines: The Systems 
Approach," Paper to Irish Human Sciences Meeting. 
Dublin, September 1962. 


"A Theory of Traffic Collisions," Medicire, Science and the 
Law, October 1962, pp. 189-199. 


Conference on Design Methods. J. C. Jones and D. G. 
Thormley, eds, Oxford: Pergamon, 1963. 


"A Method of Systematic Design," in Conference on Design 
Methods. Jones and Thornley, eds. Oxford: Pergamon, 


1963, pp. 53-73. (In 9) 


"Anthropometric Data: Limitations in Use," Architecte' 
Journal, February 6, 1963, pp. 317-320. 


"Fitting Trials, a Method of Fitting Equipment Dimensions 
to Variatione in the Activities, Comfort Requirements 
and Body Sizes of Users," Architects' Journal, February 6, 
1963, pp. 321-325. 


Book Review in Ergonomics, Vol. 6, No. 2, April 1963, p. 231. 
"First Systems Symposium." Case Institute of Technology, 


1961. Systems Research and Design; Proceedings. D. P. 


Eckman, ed. New York: John Wiley € Sons, 1961. 


"Methods of Assessing Car Seat Comfort," in Proceedings of 
the Industrial Section of the Ergonomics Research 
Society. Ganpublished) 


"Services and Systems," Consumer News, 17, October 1961. 
London: Research Institute for Consumer Affairs. 


Book Review of Murrell, K.F.H. Ergonomics, Man in His 
Working Environment. London: Chapman and Hall, 1965, 


for Interior Design. 


"Reading Dials at Short Distances," (with Ward, A. J., and 


Eaywood, P. W.) AEI Engineering, January/February 1965, 
Pp. 28-32, ; 


*58. "The Systematic Design of a Computer/Operator interface 
Layout," in Proceedings of the Sixth IEEE National 
Symposiua2 on Human Factors in Electronics, 1965. 


59. "Systematic Design Methods and the Building Design Procesg," 
Architecta' Journal, September 22, 1965, pp. 685-687, 


60. "Design Methods Reviewed," in The Design Method. Gregory, 
S. A., ed. London: Butterworths, 1966, pp. 295-309. 


*61. "A Design Policy for University Expansion," University of 
Manchester Institute of Science and Technology, 
Department of Building, Internal Report, 1966. 


*62, "Systematic Design Methods and the Building Design Process," 
in International Council for Building Research, Studies, 


and Documentaticn. Towards Industrialised Building; 
Proceedings of the Third CIB Congress, Copenhagen, 1965. 


london: Elsevier, 1965, pp. 81-83. 


63. "Strategy and Tactics in Architectural Design," Paper 
presented in Conference Course at Hochschule fur 
Gestaltung, Ulm, April 1966, 


64. "The Designing of Man-Machine Systems," in Proceedings of 


the Conference on the Human Operator _in Complex Systems, 
July 26-28, 1966. Birmingham: University of Aston. 


(Typescript. Published in Ergonomics. See 71). 


65. "Design Methods Compared 1; Strategies," Design, 212, 
August 1966, pp. 32-35. 


66. "Design Methods Compared 2: Tactics," Design, 213, September 
1966, pp. l¡ó=52. 


67. "What Kind of Art Education?" Studio International, 
October 1966, p. 167. 


68. Book Review of Black, Stephen, Man and Motor Cars; an 
Ergonomic Study. London: Secker and Warburg, 1966, 
for the Times Literary Supplement. 


684. "Error and Responsibility at Sea," Letter to Editor of the 
Manchester Guardian, May 1967. 


68B. "Design Research Report No. 1," University of Manchester 
¿Institute of Science and Technology, 1966. 


69. Book Review of Edholm, O. G. The Biology of Work. London: 
Weidenfeld and Nícolson, 1967, for the Manchester Guardian, 
23 June 1967. 


70. 


*71, 


7. 


73. 


74. 


TLA. 


75. 


76. 


TTe 


78. 


79. 


"Trying to Design the Future," Design, 225, September 1967, 
Pp. 35£f. 


"The Designing of Man-Machine Systems," Ergonomics, Vol. 10, 
No. 2, 1967. : 


"Layout of Work Spaces," Ergonomics for Industry, No. 11. 
London: Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 1967. 


Edel, D. H. Introduction to Creative Design. London: 
Prentice-Hall, 1967. 


"Towards a Language for Landscape Design; the Use of 
Systematic Design Methods," Proceedings of Landscape 
Research Group Symposium, Methods of Landscape Analysis. 
London, 1367. 


"Design Research Report No. 2," University of Manchester 
Institute of Science € Technology, 1967. 


"An Experiment in Education for Planning and Design," 
Design Methods Group Conference. Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: MIT, 1968. 


Book Review of Russel, Gordon. Designer's Trade. London: 
George Allen and Unwin, 1968, in Nature, Vol. 212, 
August 2l, 1968, p. 873. 


"A Credible Future for Urban Traffic," in Proceedings of the 


First European Conference on Technological Forecasting, 
1968. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1969, 


pp. 369-388. 


"Methods and Results of Seating Research," Egonomics, Vol. 12, 
No. 2, 1969, pp. 171-181. 


Book Review of Banham, Reyner. The Architecture of the Well- 
Tempered Environment. London: Architectural Press, 1969, 
in Nature, Vol. 223, July 19, 1969, pp. 325-326. 


SECTION FOUR 1970 to 1975 (80 to 106) 


A book on design methods (80) no specialiste in future (93, 

88, 89) chaos (95) against machine language (92, 9l, 103) 
composed by chance (92, 9h, 97, 104) against packaged education 
(93, 100) letters in communication better news (98, 105, 106) 
collaborative video (101). 


80. Design Methods; Seeds of Human Futures. New York: Wiley- 
Interscience, 1970. (title pages only in Collected 


Papers 


*8l. "An Experiment in Education for Planning and Design,” in 
Emerging Methods in Environmental Design and Plaming. 
Moore, Gary T., ed. Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT 
Press, 1970, pp» 353-357. 


*92. "The State of the Art in Design Methods,” Introduction to 
Emerging Methods in Environmental Design and Planning. 
Moore, Gary T., ed. Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 
1970, pp». 3-8. 


83. "Professione as Inhibitors of Socio-Technical Evolution," 
Futures, March 1970, pp. 2L-3L. 


8L. "The Professions as Inhibitors of Socio-Technical Evolution," 
presented at Salzburg Assembly: Impact of the New 
Technology, July 6-9, 1969. (Typescript of 83) 


BLA, "Ergonomics, Fitting the Task to the Human Operator," 
unpublished article for Better Factories, Inetitute of 
Management, London, 1969. 


85. "Functional Innovation," Design, 258, June 1970, pp. 78-79. 
(A chapter from 80). 


86. "Layout of Work Spaces," Applied Ergonomics, June 1970, 
pp. 151-158, (Repeat of 72) 


87. Untilted transcript from a tape address to Society of Art 
Education, Conference on Further Education in Art Schools, 
Summer 1971. 


874. "Design Research Report No. 3," University of Manchester 
Institute of Science and Technology, England, 1968-71. 


88. "The Total Future," Editorial in Futures, Vol. 11, No. 2, 
June 1972, p. 102. 


89. "Progetto e Nuova Technologia nel Processo di Formazione 
dell'Ambicute Urbano," Parametro, Yo. 11, 1972, pp» 27-29, 
101. 


90, 


91. 
92. 


23. 


9. 


95. 


9%. 


am. 


98. 


9. 


100. 


101. 


102. 


103. 


Baynes, Ken. Review of Design Methods: Seeds of Human 
Futures, in Architectural Review, Vol. 152, No, 909, 


November 1972, p. 319. (Review of 80) 
Letter to the Editor, The Listener, December 28, 1972. 


“Superman Has Had His Day! or, How Can We Speak of the 
Future?" A paper for the Communications. Working Group, 
No. 6. Rome Special Conference on Future Research, 1973. 


"The Future of Open Universities: a Collection of Ideas from 
Many Sources," compiled by J. C. Jones and C. Crickmay, 
1973. (unpublished report) 


"Is Designing a Response to the Whole of Life?" in 
Environmental Design Research Association, Proceedings 
cf the Anmual Conference, Lth, April 15-18, 1973. 
Strandsburg, Pennsylvania: Dowden, Hutchinson 4 Ross, 


1973, Vol. 2, pp. 312-317. 


"Some Thoughts on Chaos," in Design Research Bag, Design 
Research Society, Faculty of Technology, Open University, 
Milton Keynes, England, 1973. 


"Love, Hate and Architecture: or, What Is a Method?" 
Zodiac, (forthcoming publication written in 1973) 


"Artsystems Option." (Unpublished change composition for 
Open University Summer School, York, England, July 1973), 


"From a Text on Theories of Communication," Better News, 
Edwin Schlossberg, Chester, Massachusetts, September 1974. 


"To Be a Part, or, What is a Second Generation Method?" in 
North Carolina State University, School of Design, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, Student Publication, Vol. 23, 
1974, pp. 9-11. 


"Art € Environment; What ls 1t? Questions and Answers," by 
Chris Crickmey and Chris Jones, March 28, 197l. 
(Internal Report, Open University, UK). 


"Thinking - Sensing - Moving (Contextualvideo), May 197%. 
(Personal publication). 


Árt and Environment; Course Outline, June 24, 19714. (Internal 


Report, Open University, UK). 


"How My Thoughts About Design Methods Have Changed During the 
Years; Some Notes Written in October 197k," 197. 
(Personal publication). 


10. "Architects' Lives: a Short Version of Some Long Interviews," 
1975. (Personal publication). 


*105. "Letters in Communication, 1973-71: Thirty-two Letters to 
Fáwin Schlossberg, With his Replies." (Personal 
publication. Includes 98). 


*106. "Letters to Edwin Schlossberg, 1971-75." (Personal 
publication). 


SECTION FIVE 1975 (107) 


Open letters to architects and others who raised questions. 


107. "Dear Architects, and Others Who Imagine How." Open 
Letters, 1971-75 at College of Architecture, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute 4 State University, Blacksburg, 
Virginia. (Personal publication). 


A A 
*Not included in "Collected Papers, 1950-1975, J. Christopher 
Jones," Architecture Library, VPISSU, Blacksburg, Virginia. 


